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ORCID 0009-0000-1332-5478

Master's graduate in International Relations and Diplomatic Affairs from the University of Bologna, working in both academic
research and freelance political writing. My research examines representative democracy, populism, and the transformation
of political mediation, combining literature-based research with conceptual analysis. It has been developed through thesis
research in Paris, conference papers, and published work, and | am applying for doctoral research in political theory and
political science. As a freelance contributor, | write commentary and analysis on political and international affairs for
non-specialist readers, and | am open to commissions for articles, reports, and editorial research.

[ Research interests l

Democratic theory and political representation / Populism and complexity / Political parties and political mediation /
llliberalism and democratic backsliding / History of political thought / Digital political communication

Oct 2023 - Master's Degree in International Relations and Diplomatic Affairs

Mar 2026 University of Bologna, Forli Campus (Scienze Internazionali e Diplomatiche)
Specialisation in International Politics and Security. Final grade: 108/110, awarded 16 March 2026. Thesis:
“Democracy in the Twenty-First Century and a Critique of the Concept of Populism” (original in Italian).
Supervisor: Prof. Francesco Raschi.

Oct 2020 - Bachelor's Degree in International Relations and Diplomatic Affairs
Jul 2023 University of Bologna, Forli Campus (Scienze Internazionali e Diplomatiche)
Final project: “Artificial Intelligence: Innovation or Risk?"

Publications and submitted work

2026 Palmieri, F. (2026). From Mass Parties to Digital Bubbles: How Young Europeans Encounter Politics.
European Center for Populism Studies. Online article.

Palmieri, F. “La fragilita della democrazia compiuta. Populismo e illiberalismo come tensioni endogene
delle democrazie contemporanee.” Manuscript submitted for an edited volume.

Conference papers

Sep 2026 Italian Political Science Association — SISP Annual Conference
Trento, Italy — Panel 2.5, chair Samuele Mazzolini, discussant Enrico Padoan
“Il populismo non esiste? Democrazia compiuta e crisi della categoria populista.”

May 2026 Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore — Polidemos and ASERI
Milan, Italy — conference “Challenges to Democratic Theory in the Post-Liberal World," discussant
Antonio Campati

“Democracy Realised and the Crisis of Liberalism: An Internal Tension in Contemporary Democracies.”

7-9 Oct 2026 PSA Populism Specialist Group — 10th Annual Workshop
Université Bourgogne Europe, Dijon, France

“Performing ‘The People’ in the Void: Affect, Embodiment, and the Structural Mutations of Representative
Democracy.” | [Paper selected; not presented]
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Academic activities and research engagement

Sep 2025 -
Jan 2026

May 2026

Master's Thesis Research

Paris, France

Conducted bibliographic research on democracy and populism for the Master's thesis. Discussed the
project and exchanged research literature with Prof. Lucien Jaume. Attended political theory seminars at
CEVIPOF, Sciences Po, including the Political Theory Seminar (SPOT), and the GRSL study day “llliberalism
and Democracy through Secular and Gender Issues.”

Selected Participant — Venice Seminars and Summer School

Venice International University

"Virtue and Democratic Resilience": seminars and collaborative research on democratic theory and public
ethics. Contributed to the group paper “Populist Rhetoric and Strained Democratic Institutions,” presented
on 30 May 2026.

Additional academic training

Jul 2026

2024

Mar 2023

Summer School — Europe Between Oceans

ECPS Academy — Online

“The Future of EU Trade Between the Atlantic and the Indo-Pacific.” Participated in a policy simulation on
EU trade relations; attended sessions on EU-US and EU-China relations, economic security, strategic
autonomy, and geopolitical competition.

Theory & Data — Online Training in Economics and Economic Policy

Coursework on fiscal, monetary, and regulatory policy and inflation, taught by Michele Boldrin, Costantino
De Blasi, and Carlo Stagnaro.

ISPI Winter School

Forli, Italy

"Democracy and Autocracy in African and Arab Asian Countries”: comparative study of democratic
transitions and authoritarian dynamics.

Professional and editorial experience

Jan 2024 -
Jun 2024

2024 -
May 2026

Jun 2017 -
Sep 2025

Jan 2025 -
Jun 2025

Freelance Contributor — Sistema Critico
Wrote articles on political and international affairs; evaluated sources critically and revised content for
online publication. Published pieces:

s "Macron dice bene sull'Ucraina: all’'Europa serve maggiore coraggio” 28 Mar 2024
e "Milei non basta: all’Argentina serve una rivoluzione culturale piu che politica” 24 Feb 2024

Market Research & Business Development Support — SCAJA

Italy

Researched competitors and potential partners; prepared summaries and presentations for the founders;
organised materials, contacts, and deadlines.

Event Operations & Catering Coordinator — L'Anatra Catering ed Eventi

Emilia-Romagna, Italy

Coordinated staff and event logistics; developed catering opportunities; managed client and supplier
relations and resolved operational problems.

Curricular Intern — International Protection

Prefecture of Forli-Cesena, Italy

Prepared hearing files, checked documentation, and managed appointment scheduling; supported
minute-taking and administrative procedures before the Territorial Commission.

Research skills and languages

Qualitative and literature-based research; conceptual and political analysis; critical source evaluation; academic writing;
research presentations and collaborative work.

Tools: Advanced Microsoft Office skills (Word, Excel, PowerPoint); Canva. University coursework in project design.

Languages: Italian — Native. English — C1 (Oxford Online Placement Test). French — B2. Russian — A2.
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